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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


They advise, however, leaving the patient as free from manipulation 
or local treatment as possible. In their series of cases a hot vaginal 
douche usually was employed, but only in one or two instances was an 
mtra-uterme douche used. Walters and Eaton prefer to draw no defi- 
mte conclusmns concerning the results of the treatment, although they 
think that two facts have been demonstrated by their work; one is 
that the treatment is harmless; the other is that patients have shown 
much improvement after the injections and have recovered when ap¬ 
parently hopeless. r 


The Medicina! Treatment of Hyperacidity.— Rouditsciiek (Deutsch. 
mcd. ock., 1911, xxxvii, S74) advocates hydrogen peroxide in cases of 
indigestion due to hyperacidity. Roubitsehek found that fluid prepara¬ 
tions were much more satisfactory than the solid preparations that are 
recommended by some. He first gives about 300 c.c. of a \ per cent, 
solution three times a day before meals. If no result is obtained from 
this, the strength of the solution is increased to J or 1 per cent. The 
disadvantage of the stronger solutions is that they are apt to cause 
\omiting, and solutions stronger than 1 per cent, are almost sure to do 
this. 'I he results were extremely good in SO per cent, of the cases 
treated, ihe average length of treatment was fourteen days. The 
permanent results achieved by this method of treatment are somewhat 
obscured by the fact that the patients were only under observation 
for a period of three montlis after the treatment. However, during this 
tune tlie patients remained free from symptoms and Roubitsehek cites 
a case reported by Poly, who was perfectly well one and one-half vears 
after treatment. 


... Th ®. A ctio p of Pibrolysln.-MF.xDEL (Thcrapic d. Gegcntcart, 1911, 
In, loo) reviews the work of other observers regarding the action of 
hbrolysin, together with his own personal experiences. He sa vs that this 
remedy has a specific action in promoting the absorption of scar tissue 
of every description. He speaks particularly of its good effect in the 
treatment of arthritis deformans. Untowurd by-effects are verv 
infrequent. A febrile reaction occasionally results* from an injection 
of hbrolysin, and is due, according to Mendel, to anaphylaxis. Mendel 
suggests that fibrolysin may be given in the form of suppositories in 
suitable cases. 


The Treatment of Cancer with Body Fluids and Cancerous Ascitic 
Fluid.—IIISLEV {Jour. Amcr. iled. Assoc., 1911, Ivi, 13.$3) reports the 
work done at the Massachusetts General Hospital on the treatment of 
inoperable cancer with various normal and abnormal body fluids und 
with cancerous ascitic fluid. Forty-five patients were treated by these 
injections; most of them were treated with ascitic fluids obtained from 
patients suffering from cancer. An effort was made to obtain ascitic 
fluids from patients resistant to their disease, with the idea that the 
amount of antibodies in these cases would be larger than in verv 
active or non-resistant eases. A second smaller group of cancer patients 
was treated with various normal and abnormal body fluids for purposes 
of control. Finally, untreated patients were observed coincidently for 
the purpose of comparison with the treated cases. Risley gives briefly 
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the definite results witnessed in this series of eases. In 5 eases there 

Plained " ■ tol » te abolitio '' »'• ^ P™ previously com- 

p ained of. Increase in pain was experienced in 2 cases. In 3 cases 

and a Seakine d< f “"T® “ the ,lisc ! 1:ir K“ fron > ™ ulcerated surface 
WI breaking down of cancerous tissue, considerable portions of 

MnrferaI > e U?hed e ',‘ tlr< ;!- v 7 cnou h’ h to cause a moderate hemorrhage, 
i Ioderate increase m the discharge from an ulcerated surface has been 
noticed in practically every patient treated. Tin's in some cases was 

fo °", cd la,cr b - v a noticeable cleaning-up of the 
ulcer and more healthy granulations. Cessation of bleeding in several 

tiie^rmnh ilfs cancCT f "' as sccn - There was an apparent retardation of 
the grow th n S cases for periods of two to five months, and in 3 others 

ixceile P nt r,0< ° f ?T °. nc month-. Twelve patients have remained in 
suite r T P h y® ,c “l condition, gaining strength and weight in 
spite of a slowly growing process. On the other hand, in no case was 
there actual shrinking in the sue of the tumor, and in 2 cases there 
tmiirf , lavc ! >ccn a decided increase in the rate of the growth of the 
tumor. In no instance was any marked harm done. A local and con- 
st tutiomd reaction has occurred more often from the injection or the 
ds from resistant cases, and this fact seems to indicate that their 

ara'rrbdTl SP - CC ‘5 C j Rlsle > d ™ W! » th c following conclusions, based on 
a careful analysis of thc results in this scries: (1) The various transu- 
‘ “m ? tcs " f tl,c b° d y> cancerous and non-canccrous, have no 

eflcct in retarding the growth of cancer in mice. (2) The use of can¬ 
cerous ascitic fluid from patients in the active or even moder,m"v 
resistant stages of the disease has no permanent effect in preventing 
or checking the grow-ths of cancer, or permanently benefiting thc cancer 
pat'cnt. (.1) The other non-canccrous body fluids are even more inert 
(•4) temporary beneficial effects may be noticed for periods of one 
five months, but the course of the disease is in no wav permanent!" 
retarded (o) Temporary relief from pain, especially in uterine cases 

the growth"? cascs . m wl,lc h_large doses can be given, and retardation of 
the grow th for periods varying from one to five months, mav be expected 
m a small per cent of the rases. (C) Noticeable benefit in the general 
fl‘.l • “ n '! ltlon ' ,as resulted in one patient with cancer of the ovarv 

by the injection of her own fluid. 


^The Treatment of Rheumatic Diseases with Vaccines.— Hall ( Hr it 

ti 2U2S ’ ll05) rc P' ,rt ‘ in detail a few cases of rheuma¬ 
toid arthritis that were favorably influenced by the use of streptococcus 
taccmes Ball was impressed by the peculiar supremic appear¬ 
ance of chronic rheumatic cases, and in some of them it was possible 
to trace m the history the onset of thc disease following on some dis¬ 
tinct infection, or subsequent to a chronic suppuration. He believes 
from experience with a large number or cases, that the focus of infection 
ran at times be ascertained, and although a few arc probable due to 
specific microorganism, many cases are due to a general saprcmja 
where 1 *? f f° m a !°. cahz « l of infection. He has seen manv enses 
el! eH 1 ? f °^ US of mfcction has been found mieroseopicallv to contain 
chiefly streptococci. In some cases even, where no scat of infection 
such as bad teeth leukorrhca, intestinal putrefaction, and colitis 
could be found, he has used thc antistreptococcic serum with success’. 



